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“I am the light of the world.”

John 8:12
12 When Jesus spoke again 
to the people, he said, “I am 

the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will 

never walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.”



“I am the light of the world.”

“And as Jesus’ followers reflect 
the light that comes from Him, 

they too are “the light of the 
world”…Jesus is also the light 

from God that lights the way for 
life-like the pillar of fire lit the 

way for the Israelites.”
NIV 2011 Study Bible



“I am the light of the world.”
Isaiah 60:1-3

1 “Arise, shine, for your light has 
come, and the glory of the LORD 
rises upon you. 2 See, darkness 

covers the earth and thick darkness 
is over the peoples, but the LORD 

rises upon you and his glory 
appears over you. 3 Nations will 

come to your light, and kings to the 
brightness of your dawn.



“I am the light of the world.”

John 8:13
13 The Pharisees challenged 

him, “Here you are, 
appearing as your own 

witness; your testimony is 
not valid.”



“I am the light of the world.”

“…OT law required not one but 
multiple witnesses to establish 
the truth of the matter. Jesus 
was not alone in His witness 

that pointed to Him as Messiah, 
for many had already testified 

to the truth.”
MacArthur NIV 2011 Study Bible



“I am the light of the world.”
John 8:14-18

14 Jesus answered, “Even if I 
testify on my own behalf, my 
testimony is valid, for I know 

where I came from and where I 
am going. But you have no idea 
where I come from or where I 

am going. 15 You judge by 
human standards; I pass 

judgment on no one.



16 But if I do judge, my decisions 
are true, because I am not alone. I 

stand with the Father, who sent me. 
17 In your own Law it is written 

that the testimony of two witnesses 
is true. 18 I am one who testifies for 

myself; my other witness is the 
Father, who sent me.”



“I am the light of the world.”
Three reasons why Jesus’ witness was 
true:
•Jesus knew His origin and destiny 
while the Jews were ignorant even of 
basic spiritual truths.
•The intimate union of the Son and 
the Father guaranteed the truth of 
the Son’s witness.
•The Father and the Son witnessed 
harmoniously together regarding the 
identity of the Son.



“I am the light of the world.”

John 8:19-20
19 Then they asked him, “Where is 

your father?” “You do not know me or 
my Father,” Jesus replied. “If you 

knew me, you would know my Father 
also.” 20 He spoke these words while 
teaching in the temple courts near the 
place where the offerings were put. Yet 

no one seized him, because his hour 
had not yet come.



“I am the light of the world.”

“Jesus here stresses that the 
Father is known through the 

Son and that to know one is to 
know the other.”
NIV 1984 Study Bible



“I am the light of the world.”

John 8:21-24
21 Once more Jesus said to 

them, “I am going away, and you 
will look for me, and you will die 

in your sin. Where I go, you 
cannot come.” 22 This made the 
Jews ask, “Will he kill himself? 

Is that why he says, ‘Where I go, 
you cannot come’?”



23 But he continued, “You are 
from below; I am from above. You 
are of this world; I am not of this 

world. 24 I told you that you 
would die in your sins; if you do 
not believe that I am he, you will 

indeed die in your sins.”



“I am the light of the world.”
“The contrast here [in v.23] is between 
the realm of God and that of the fallen, 
sinful world. The world in this context 
is the invisible spiritual system of evil 

dominated by Satan and all that it 
offers in opposition to God, His world, 
and His people. Jesus declares that his 

opponents’ true kinship was with Satan 
and his realm. By this domination, they 

were spiritually blinded.”
MacArthur NIV 2011 Study Bible



“I am the light of the world.”

John 8:25-26
25 “Who are you?” they 

asked. “Just what I have been 
telling you from the 

beginning,” Jesus replied. 26 “I 
have much to say in judgment of 

you. But he who sent me is 
trustworthy, and what I have 

heard from him I tell the world.”



“I am the light of the world.”

“Jesus affirmed the divine 
origin and truth of His own 

teaching.”
Spirit of the Reformation Study Bible



“I am the light of the world.”
John 8:27-29

27 They did not understand that he 
was telling them about his Father. 28
So Jesus said, “When you have lifted 

up the Son of Man, then you will 
know that I am he and that I do 

nothing on my own but speak just 
what the Father has taught 

me. 29 The one who sent me is with 
me; he has not left me alone, for I 

always do what pleases him.”



“I am the light of the world.”

“Having refused to accept Him by 
faith and having nailed Him to the 

cross, they would one day awaken to 
the terrifying realization that the One 
whom they despised was the One they 
should have worshipped. Many Jews 
believed on Chris after His death and 

ascension, realizing the One they 
rejected was truly the Messiah.”

MacArthur NIV 2011 Study Bible



“I am the light of the world.”

John 8:30
30 Even as he spoke, many 

believed in him.



“I am the light of the world.”

“True believers are those who 
hold to, and remain attached to 
Jesus’ words. Perseverance, or 

the lack of it, is one way to 
distinguish between those who 

are truly regenerated, and those 
who have made an empty 

profession.”
Spirit of the Reformation Study Bible



Applications

Jesus promises entrance 
into Heaven 



Final Thoughts
“There are many reasons Jesus is 

trustworthy-He’s God, He never lies, 
He never sins, He’s loving, and the list 
goes on-but here’s one key reason to 
trust Him: He gave up heaven to give 

us heaven. If you can find someone 
who sacrificed more for you than Jesus 
did, trust them, but if you can’t, then 

Jesus has earned your trust.”
Chris-Centered Exposition: John



Final Thoughts
John 3:19-21

19 This is the verdict: Light has 
come into the world, but people 
loved darkness instead of light 

because their deeds were 
evil. 20 Everyone who does evil 

hates the light, and will not come 
into the light for fear that their 

deeds will be exposed. 



21 But whoever lives by the 
truth comes into the light, so 

that it may be seen plainly that 
what they have done has been 

done in the sight of God.



Final Thoughts

John 1:4-5
4 In him was life, and that 

life was the light of all 
mankind. 5 The light shines 

in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.


