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words of the Son of God
Main ideas of the text:

•Though believers and churches 
are constantly tempted to 
compromise both theologically 
and ethically, true followers of 
Christ will remain faithful and 
receive from the Lord the reward 
of eternal life. (v.12-17)



Main ideas of the text: (Cont)

•The church that tolerates false 
teaching and corrupt morality 
will receive judgement, while 
those who hold fast to the true 
gospel will receive the ultimate 
reward. (v.18-29)



words of the Son of God
Revelation 2:12-13

12 “To the angel of the church in 
Pergamum write: These are the words 

of him who has the sharp, double-
edged sword. 13 I know where you live 
— where Satan has his throne. Yet you 
remain true to my name. You did not 
renounce your faith in me, not even in 

the days of Antipas, my faithful 
witness, who was put to death in your 

city — where Satan lives.



words of the Son of God

“Satan ruled from 
Pergamum in that it was the 

official center of emperor 
worship in Asia.”
NIV 1984 Study Bible



words of the Son of God
Revelation 2:14-15

14 Nevertheless, I have a few things 
against you: There are some among you 

who hold to the teaching of Balaam, 
who taught Balak to entice the 

Israelites to sin so that they ate food 
sacrificed to idols and committed 

sexual immorality. 15 Likewise, you 
also have those who hold to the 

teaching of the Nicolaitans.



words of the Son of God
Numbers 25:1-3

1 While Israel was staying in Shittim, 
the men began to indulge in sexual 

immorality with Moabite 
women, 2 who invited them to the 

sacrifices to their gods. The people ate 
the sacrificial meal and bowed down 
before these gods. 3 So Israel yoked 

themselves to the Baal of Peor. And the 
LORD’s anger burned against them.



words of the Son of God

[Balaam] “is a fitting prototype 
of corrupt teachers who deceive 
believers into compromise with 

the religions and practices of 
the non-Christian peoples 

around them.”
NIV 1984 Study Bible



words of the Son of God

Revelation 2:16
16 Repent therefore! 

Otherwise, I will soon come to 
you and will fight against them 
with the sword of my mouth.



words of the Son of God
“Christ is fighting His church: I 
can think of no sadder image in 

the whole Bible as it relates to the 
Christian community… So this 

was a group of interlopers within 
the church that He would deal 

with in judgement, not those who 
were faithful.” 

Christ-Centered Exposition: Revelation



words of the Son of God
Revelation 2:17

17 Whoever has ears, let them 
hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches. To the one who is 
victorious, I will give some of the 

hidden manna. I will also give 
that person a white stone with a 
new name written on it, known 
only to the one who receives it.



words of the Son of God

Isaiah 62:15
2 The nations will see your 

vindication, and all kings your 
glory; you will be called by a 
new name that the mouth of 

the LORD will bestow.



words of the Son of God
Revelation 2:18-19

18 “To the angel of the church in 
Thyatira write: These are the words 

of the Son of God, whose eyes are 
like blazing fire and whose feet are 
like burnished bronze. 19 I know 
your deeds, your love and faith, 

your service and perseverance, and 
that you are now doing more than 

you did at first.



words of the Son of God

“Dependable, loyal, loving, 
and patient - here are things 

every church should be.”
Christ-Centered Exposition: 

Revelation



words of the Son of God
Revelation 2:20-23

20 Nevertheless, I have this against 
you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, 

who calls herself a prophet. By her 
teaching she misleads my servants into 

sexual immorality and the eating of 
food sacrificed to idols. 21 I have 

given her time to repent of her 
immorality, but she is unwilling.



22 So I will cast her on a bed of 
suffering, and I will make those who 

commit adultery with her suffer 
intensely, unless they repent of her 
ways. 23 I will strike her children 

dead. Then all the churches will know 
that I am he who searches hearts and 
minds, and I will repay each of you 

according to your deeds.



words of the Son of God
“This woman was a powerful 
personality who had built her 

own following and kingdom in the 
Lord’s church. She was smart, 
influential in personality, and 

powerful in speech. It was easy to 
join her because she made so 

much sense.



However, like Jezebel of old, she 
was evil and deceptive, 

domineering and scheming, 
idolatrous and sexually immoral. 
The liberty she promised would 
actually lead them into slavery 

and away from God and the 
Lordship of Jesus.”

Christ-Centered Exposition: Revelation



words of the Son of God
Revelation 2:24-25

24 Now I say to the rest of you 
in Thyatira, to you who do not 
hold to her teaching and have 
not learned Satan’s so-called 

deep secrets, ‘I will not impose 
any other burden on 

you, 25 except to hold on to 
what you have until I come.’



words of the Son of God

“Later Gnosticism taught 
that in order to defeat 

Satan one had to enter his 
stronghold, i.e., experience 

evil deeply.”
NIV 1984 Study Bible



words of the Son of God
Revelation 2:26-29

26 To the one who is victorious and 
does my will to the end, I will give 

authority over the nations — 27 that 
one ‘will rule them with an iron scepter 

and will dash them to pieces like 
pottery’— just as I have received 

authority from my Father. 28 I will also 
give that one the morning star. 29

Whoever has ears, let them hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches.



words of the Son of God
“During the millennium 

kingdom, Christ will enforce His 
will and protect His sheep with 
His iron scepter from any who 

would seek to harm them… John 
later reveals Christ to be “the 

bright Morning Star.”
MacArthur NIV 2011 Study Bible



Life Applications

Christ will judge 
His church and His people



Final Thoughts
“Our greatest threats to spiritual 
health and life are not opposition 

or even persecution from 
unbelieving, evil, and wicked men 
energized by Satan. Rather, it is 

when we allow into our community 
of faith spiritual Trojan horses 

that will sow seeds of destruction 
given the opportunity.



Now, this toxin is easy to 
identify with a simple word: 

compromise. Nothing will 
poison the body of Christ like 
the poison called compromise. 
And the church cannot say it 

has not been warned.”
Christ-Centered Exposition: Revelation



Final Thoughts

Matthew 7:15-16a
15 “Watch out for false 

prophets. They come to you in 
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly 

they are ferocious 
wolves. 16 By their fruit you 

will recognize them.”



Final Thoughts

Matthew 7:21-23
21 “Not everyone who says to 

me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but only the 

one who does the will of my 
Father who is in heaven.



22 Many will say to me on that 
day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 

prophesy in your name and in 
your name drive out demons 
and in your name perform 

many miracles?’ 23 Then I will 
tell them plainly, ‘I never knew 

you. Away from me, you 
evildoers!’


