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“Come up here”

Main idea of the text:
In both His person (holiness 
and goodness) and His work 
(creation and redemption), 
God alone is worthy of all 

worship and honor and praise, 
and He will receive it.



“Come up here”

Revelation 4:1
1 After this I looked, and there 
before me was a door standing 
open in heaven. And the voice I 
had first heard speaking to me 
like a trumpet said, “Come up 
here, and I will show you what 

must take place after this.”



“Come up here”

“Similarly, Moses was called 
up to the top of Mount Sinai 
to receive divine direction.”

NIV 1984 Study Bible



“Come up here”

Revelation 4:2
2 At once I was in the Spirit, 
and there before me was a 

throne in heaven with 
someone sitting on it.



“Come up here”

“In a state of heightened 
spiritual awareness by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.”

NIV 1984 Study Bible



“Come up here”
Revelation 4:3-4

3 And the one who sat there had the 
appearance of jasper and ruby. A 

rainbow that shone like an emerald 
encircled the throne. 4 Surrounding 
the throne were twenty-four other 
thrones, and seated on them were 

twenty-four elders. They were 
dressed in white and had crowns of 

gold on their heads.



“Come up here”

“Since God dwells in 
“unapproachable light” and is 
one “whom no one has seen or 

can see,” He is described in 
terms of the reflected brilliance 
of precious stones-an emerald 
rainbow around the throne.”

NIV 1984 Study Bible



“Come up here”
Ezekiel 1:26-28

26 Above the vault over their heads 
was what looked like a throne of lapis 
lazuli, and high above on the throne 
was a figure like that of a man. 27 I 

saw that from what appeared to be his 
waist up he looked like glowing metal, 

as if full of fire, and that from there 
down he looked like fire; and brilliant 

light surrounded him.



28 Like the appearance of a 
rainbow in the clouds on a rainy 
day, so was the radiance around 

him. This was the appearance of the 
likeness of the glory of the LORD. 

When I saw it, I fell facedown, and I 
heard the voice of one speaking.



“Come up here”
Revelation 4:5-6

5 From the throne came flashes of 
lightning, rumblings and peals of 

thunder. In front of the throne, seven 
lamps were blazing. These are the 

seven spirits of God. 6 Also in front of 
the throne there was what looked like a 

sea of glass, clear as crystal. In the 
center, around the throne, were four 

living creatures, and they were covered 
with eyes, in front and in back.



“Come up here”

“Symbolic of the awesome majesty 
and power of God… In Revelation, 
thunder and lighting always mark 
an important event connected with 
the heavenly temple… [the sea of 

glass may be] “the basin in the 
heavenly temple. 



Other features of the temple in 
heaven are: the lamps, the altar, 
the altar of incense, and the ark 

of the covenant… [The four 
living creatures are] “an exalted 

order of angelic beings whose 
task is to guard the heavenly 
throne and to lead in worship 

and adoration of God.”
NIV 1984 Study Bible



“Come up here”
Revelation 4:7-8

7 The first living creature was like a 
lion, the second was like an ox, the 

third had a face like a man, the fourth 
was like a flying eagle. 8 Each of the 
four living creatures had six wings 

and was covered with eyes all around, 
even under its wings. Day and night 
they never stop saying: “ ‘Holy, holy, 
holy is the Lord God Almighty, 'who 

was, and is, and is to come.”



“Come up here”
Ezekiel 1:10

10 Their faces looked like 
this: Each of the four had the 
face of a human being, and 

on the right side each had the 
face of a lion, and on the left 
the face of an ox; each also 

had the face of an eagle.



“Come up here”
Isaiah 6:1-3

1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I 
saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated 
on a throne; and the train of his robe 
filled the temple. 2 Above him were 
seraphim, each with six wings: With 
two wings they covered their faces, 

with two they covered their feet, and 
with two they were flying. 3 And they 

were calling to one another: “Holy, 
holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the 

whole earth is full of his glory.”



“Come up here”

“God’s power and 
holiness extend from 

eternity past to eternity 
yet to come.”

NIV 1984 Study Bible



“Come up here”
Revelation 4:9-10

9 Whenever the living creatures 
give glory, honor and thanks to him 

who sits on the throne and who 
lives for ever and ever, 10 the 

twenty-four elders fall down before 
him who sits on the throne and 

worship him who lives for ever and 
ever. They lay their crowns before 

the throne and say:



“Come up here”

“Acknowledgment that God 
alone is worthy of ultimate 

praise and worship.”
NIV 1984 Study Bible 



“Come up here”

Revelation 4:11
11 “You are worthy, our Lord 
and God, to receive glory and 

honor and power, for you 
created all things, and by 

your will they were created 
and have their being.”



“Come up here”
“The elders now express their 

worship to God who is worthy to 
receive three things: glory, honor, and 
power. Two reasons are given for His 

worthiness: First, He has created 
everything… Second, not only did He 
bring the world into existence, but He 

sustains His creation.”
Zondervan Illustrated Bible Background 

Commentary: Revelation



Life Applications

Praise God because:

•He is the King over all things

•He is Holy in His nature

•He created everything that 
exists



Final Thoughts
“The frequent portrayal of 
true heavenly worship in 

Revelation reiterated to the 
believers caught in this epic 

struggle that God was the only 
true object of veneration.”

Zondervan Illustrated Bible Background 
Commentary: Revelation



Final Thoughts

Genesis 1:1
1 In the beginning God 
created the heavens and 

the earth.


