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“Not to be served, but to serve”

Main idea of the text:
Our Savior came calling 
us to serve others just as 

He served us.



“Not to be served, but to serve”

Mark 10:42-45
42 Jesus called them together and 

said, “You know that those who are 
regarded as rulers of the Gentiles 
lord it over them, and their high 
officials exercise authority over 

them. 43 Not so with you. Instead, 
whoever wants to become great 

among you must be your servant,



44 and whoever wants to be 
first must be slave of all. 45 For 

even the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom 

for many.”



“Not to be served, but to serve”

“Jesus overturns the value 
structure of the world. The life 

of discipleship is to be 
characterized by humble and 

loving service.”
NIV 1984 Study Bible



“Not to be served, but to serve”

Essential qualities of a servant:
Must only have one master

Luke 16:13
13 “No one can serve two masters. 
Either you will hate the one and 

love the other, or you will be 
devoted to the one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve both God 

and money.”



“Not to be served, but to serve”

Must be submissive to the 
master’s will
Ephesians 6:5

5 Slaves, obey your earthly 
masters with respect and fear, 

and with sincerity of heart, just 
as you would obey Christ.



“Not to be served, but to serve”

Must be faithful to the master:
1 Corinthians 4:2

2 Now it is required that those 
who have been given a trust 

must prove faithful.



“Not to be served, but to serve””

John 13:12-17
12 When he had finished washing their 
feet, he put on his clothes and returned 
to his place. “Do you understand what 

I have done for you? "he asked 
them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and 

‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what 
I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
also should wash one another’s feet.



15 I have set you an example that 
you should do as I have done for 
you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no 

servant is greater than his master, 
nor is a messenger greater than the 
one who sent him. 17 Now that you 

know these things, you will be 
blessed if you do them.



“Not to be served, but to serve”

[This] “was a lesson in humility, 
but it also set forth the principle 
of selfless service that was soon 
to be exemplified in the cross.”

NIV 1984 Study Bible



“Not to be served, but to serve”
Romans 12:4-8

4 For just as each of us has one 
body with many members, and 

these members do not all have the 
same function, 5 so in Christ we, 

though many, form one body, and 
each member belongs to all the 

others.



6 We have different gifts, according 
to the grace given to each of us. If 

your gift is prophesying, then 
prophesy in accordance with 

your faith; 7 if it is serving, then 
serve; if it is teaching, then 

teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then 
give encouragement; if it is giving, 

then give generously; if it is to 
lead, do it diligently; if it is to show 

mercy, do it cheerfully.



“Not to be served, but to serve”

“Paul likens Christians to 
members of a human body. There 
are many members and each has 
a different function, but all are 
needed for the health and full 
enablement of the body. The 
emphasis is on unity within 

diversity.”
NIV 1984 Study Bible



“Not to be served, but to serve”

Ephesians 4:11-13
11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, 

the prophets, the evangelists, the 
pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his 

people for works of service, so that the 
body of Christ may be built up 13 until 
we all reach unity in the faith and in the 

knowledge of the Son of God and 
become mature, attaining to the whole 

measure of the fullness of Christ.



“Not to be served, but to serve”

“Those mentioned in v.11 were not 
to do all the work for the people 
but were to train to do the work 
themselves. Spiritual gifts are for 

the body, the church, and are not to 
be exercised individualistically.”

NIV 1984 Study Bible



“Not to be served, but to serve”

Ephesians 4:14-16
14 Then we will no longer be 

infants, tossed back and forth by 
the waves, and blown here and 

there by every wind of teaching and 
by the cunning and craftiness of 

people in their deceitful scheming.



15 Instead, speaking the truth in 
love, we will grow to become in 

every respect the mature body of 
him who is the head, that is, 

Christ. 16 From him the whole 
body, joined and held together by 
every supporting ligament, grows 

and builds itself up in love, as 
each part does its work.



“Not to be served, but to serve”

“The proper functioning of the 
church is comparable to the 

human body. The head provides 
leadership, direction, and 

guidance to the body, but it is 
essential for every supporting 

ligament to do its part.”
Zondervan Illustrated Bible Background 

Commentary: Ephesians



Life Applications

Christian servants:

•We are called to serve as 
Jesus did

•We are commanded to 
serve others



Final Thoughts

“The greatest and best person 
who ever lived and walked on 

this earth was a humble servant. 
He got down so low so that He 
might lift others up… And now 

He calls us, those that follow 
Him, to do the same.”

Christ-Centered Exposition: Mark



Final Thoughts

[V. 45 is] “A key verse in the 
Gospel of Mark. Jesus came to 
this world as a servant-indeed 

The Servant - who would suffer 
and die for our redemption, as 

Isaiah clearly predicted.”
NIV 1984 Study Bible



Final Thoughts
Isaiah 53:3-5

3 He was despised and rejected by 
men, a man of sorrows, and 

familiar with suffering. Like one 
from whom men hide their faces he 
was despised, and we esteemed him 

not. 4 Surely he took up our pain 
and bore our suffering, yet we 

considered him punished by God, 
stricken by him, and afflicted.



5 But he was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed for 
our iniquities; the punishment that 

brought us peace was upon him, 
and by his wounds we are healed.



Final Thoughts

Joshua 24:15
15 But if serving the LORD seems 
undesirable to you, then choose for 
yourselves this day whom you will 

serve, whether the gods your 
ancestors served beyond the 
Euphrates, or the gods of the 

Amorites, in whose land you are 
living. But as for me and my 

household, we will serve the LORD.”



Final Thoughts

Mark 10:45
45 For even the Son of 

Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and 

to give his life as a ransom 
for many.”


