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“I am the vine”

Main idea of the text:
True disciples of Jesus have a 
permanent, life-giving, fruit-
producing union with Jesus.



“I am the vine”
John 15:1-4

1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is 
the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch 

in me that bears no fruit, while every 
branch that does bear fruit he prunes so 
that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You 
are already clean because of the word I 
have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as 

I also remain in you. No branch can 
bear fruit by itself; it must remain in 
the vine. Neither can you bear fruit 

unless you remain in me.



“I am the vine”

“The believer has no 
fruitfulness apart from union 
and fellowship with Christ. A 

branch out of contact with 
the vine is useless.
NIV 1984 Study Bible



“I am the vine”
John 15:5-8

5 “I am the vine; you are the 
branches. If you remain in me 

and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do 
nothing. 6 If you do not remain 

in me, you are like a branch that 
is thrown away and withers; 
such branches are picked up, 

thrown into the fire and burned.



7 If you remain in me and my 
words remain in you, ask 

whatever you wish, and it will be 
done for you. 8 This is to my 
Father’s glory, that you bear 

much fruit, showing yourselves to 
be my disciples.



“I am the vine”
Matthew 13:40-42

40 “As the weeds are pulled up and 
burned in the fire, so it will be at the 
end of the age. 41 The Son of Man 

will send out his angels, and they will 
weed out of his kingdom everything 

that causes sin and all who do 
evil. 42 They will throw them into 

the blazing furnace, where there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.



“I am the vine”

“A living union with Christ is 
absolutely necessary; without 
it there is nothing… Genuine 

salvation is evidenced by a 
life of fruitfulness.”

NIV 1984 Study Bible



“I am the vine”
John 15:9-11

9 “As the Father has loved me, so 
have I loved you. Now remain in my 
love. 10 If you keep my commands, 
you will remain in my love, just as I 
have kept my Father’s commands 

and remain in his love. 11 I have told 
you this so that my joy may be in you 
and that your joy may be complete.



“I am the vine”

“The Christian way is never 
dreary, for Jesus desires His 

disciples’ joy to be complete.”
NIV 1984 Study Bible



“I am the vine”
John 15:12-14

12 My command is this: Love 
each other as I have loved 

you. 13 Greater love has no 
one than this: to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends. 

14 You are my friends if you 
do what I command.



“I am the vine”

1 John 3:16
16 This is how we know what 

love is: Jesus Christ laid 
down his life for us. And we 
ought to lay down our lives 
for our brothers and sisters.



“I am the vine”
John 15:15

15 I no longer call you 
servants, because a servant 
does not know his master’s 

business. Instead, I have called 
you friends, for everything 

that I learned from my Father 
I have made known to you.



“I am the vine”

“Servants are simply agents, 
doing what their master 
commands and often not 

understanding their master’s 
purpose. But Jesus takes His 
friends into His confidence.”

NIV 1984 Study Bible



“I am the vine”

John 15:16
16 You did not choose me, but I 
chose you and appointed you so 
that you might go and bear fruit 
— fruit that will last — and so 
that whatever you ask in my 

name the Father will give you.



“I am the vine”
Ephesians 1:4-6

4 For he chose us in him before the 
creation of the world to be holy 

and blameless in his sight. In 
love 5 he predestined us for 

adoption to sonship through Jesus 
Christ, in accordance with his 

pleasure and will — 6 to the praise 
of his glorious grace, which he has 
freely given us in the One he loves.



“I am the vine”

Galatians 5:22-23
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, forbearance, 

kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness and 

self-control. Against such 
things there is no law.



“I am the vine”

John 15:17
17 This is my command: 

Love each other.



“I am the vine”

1 John 4:19
19 We love because he 

first loved us.



Life Applications

Spiritual fruit in the life of a 
disciple:

•Answered prayer

•Obedient love

•Inexhaustible joy

•Sacrificial love



Final Thoughts
Romans 5:6-8

6 You see, at just the right time, when 
we were still powerless, Christ died 
for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will 
anyone die for a righteous person, 
though for a good person someone 

might possibly dare to die. 8 But God 
demonstrates his own love for us in 

this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.


