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“But the greatest of these is love.”

Main idea of the sermon:

God’s love is 
the greatest gift 

we can have



“But the greatest of these is love.”

1 Corinthians 13:1-3
1 If I speak in the tongues of 
men or of angels, but do not 

have love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging 

cymbal.



2 If I have the gift of prophecy 
and can fathom all mysteries and 

all knowledge, and if I have a 
faith that can move mountains, 

but do not have love, I am 
nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to 
the poor and give over my body to 
hardship that I may boast, but do 

not have love, I gain nothing.



“But the greatest of these is love.”

“Paul selects four gifts as 
examples. He declares that 
even their most spectacular 

manifestations mean nothing 
unless motivated by love.”

NIV 1984 Study Bible



“But the greatest of these is love.”

1 Corinthians 13:4-8a
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does 

not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it 

is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record of 

wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil 
but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres. 8 Love never fails.



“But the greatest of these is love.”
Love:

•Is patient

•Is kind

•It does not envy

•It does not boast

•It is not proud

•It is not rude

•It is not self-seeking



Love:

•It is not easily angered

•It keeps no record of wrong

•Does not delight in evil

•It rejoices with the truth

•It always protects, always 
trusts, always hopes, always 
preservers

•Love never fails



“But the greatest of these is love.”
Mark 10:6-9

6 “But at the beginning of creation 
God ‘made them male and 

female.’ 7 ‘For this reason a man 
will leave his father and mother and 
be united to his wife, 8 and the two 
will become one flesh.’ So they are 

no longer two, but one flesh. 9
Therefore what God has joined 
together, let no one separate.”



“But the greatest of these is love.”
Ephesians 5:22-24

22 Wives, submit yourselves to 
your own husbands as you do to 

the Lord. 23 For the husband is the 
head of the wife as Christ is the 
head of the church, his body, of 

which he is the Savior. 24 Now as 
the church submits to Christ, so 
also wives should submit to their 

husbands in everything.



“But the greatest of these is love.”
Ephesians 5:25-27

25 Husbands, love your wives, just 
as Christ loved the church and gave 

himself up for her 26 to make her 
holy, cleansing her by the washing 

with water through the 
word, 27 and to present her to 

himself as a radiant church, without 
stain or wrinkle or any other 

blemish, but holy and blameless.



“But the greatest of these is love.”

Ephesians 5:28-30
28 In this same way, husbands 

ought to love their wives as their 
own bodies. He who loves his wife 
loves himself. 29 After all, no one 

ever hated their own body, but they 
feed and care for their body, just as 
Christ does the church — 30 for we 

are members of his body.



“But the greatest of these is love.”
Ephesians 5:31-33

31 “For this reason a man will leave 
his father and mother and be united 
to his wife, and the two will become 

one flesh.” 32 This is a profound 
mystery — but I am talking about 

Christ and the church. 33 However, 
each one of you also must love his 

wife as he loves himself, and the wife 
must respect her husband.



“But the greatest of these is love.”

Ephesians 5:21
21 Submit to one another 

out of reverence for 
Christ.



“But the greatest of these is love.”

1 Corinthians 13:13
13 And now these three 
remain: faith, hope and 
love. But the greatest of 

these is love.



“But the greatest of these is love.”

“Long after these sought-
after gifts are no longer 

necessary, love will still be the 
governing principle that 

controls all that God and His 
redeemed people are and do.”

NIV 1984 Study Bible



Life Applications 

•Love isn’t lust

•Love is displayed in Jesus



Final Thoughts
“The next time you say “I love you” 

please consider carefully what you're 
saying. According to the Bible, by 

God's Holy Spirit when you say "I love 
you" you're saying forever I will...

- Be patient with you.
- Be kind towards you & say kind 
words and think kind thoughts towards 
you. Not boast of myself because that 
might hurt you.



-Not at anytime be prideful towards 
you as if I'm better than you.

-Not dishonor you with my words.
-Not seek selfishly for myself.
-Not be easily angered by you, but 
will be long suffering towards you.

-Forgive completely by Not keeping 
a record of how many times you've 
sinned against me or others and

-Will not keep record of what sins 
you've committed against me.



− Not delight in any evil but 
rejoice when you or I act truthfully 
and share truth.
− Protect you from others and not 
physically harm you & do my best 
to protect your reputation by not 
gossiping or slandering you.
− Trust you that you will do me 
good. Hope the best for you in spite 
of your sins.



− Persevere as God leads me by 
going on with you regardless of 
how hard it gets. 
− Not stop loving you as Christ 
loves me, for God never stops 
loving me or you.”



Final Thoughts
Proverbs 31:10-31

10 A wife of noble character who can 
find? She is worth far more than 
rubies. 11 Her husband has full 

confidence in her and lacks nothing 
of value. 12 She brings him good, 

17 She sets about her work 
vigorously; her arms are strong for 

her tasks. 18 She sees hat her 
trading is profitable, and her lamp 

does not go out at night.



19 In her hand she holds the distaff and 
grasps the spindle with her 

fingers. 20 She opens her arms to the 
poor and extends her hands to the 

needy. 21 When it snows, she has no fear 
for her household; for all of them are 

clothed in scarlet. 22 She makes 
coverings for her bed; she is clothed in 

fine linen and purple. 23 Her husband is 
respected at the city gate, where he takes 

his seat among the elders of the land.



24 She makes linen garments and 
sells them, and supplies the 

merchants with sashes. 25 She is 
clothed with strength and dignity; 

she can laugh at the days to 
come. 26 She speaks with wisdom, 
and faithful instruction is on her 
tongue. 27 She watches over the 

affairs of her household and does 
not eat the bread of idleness.



23 Her husband is respected at the 
city gate, where he takes his seat 

among the elders of the land. 24 She 
makes linen garments and sells them, 

and supplies the merchants with 
sashes. 25 She is clothed with 

strength and dignity; she can laugh 
at the days to come. 26 She speaks 

with wisdom, and faithful instruction 
is on her tongue. 27 She watches over 
the affairs of her household and does 

not eat the bread of idleness.



28 Her children arise and call her 
blessed; her husband also, and he 
praises her: 29 “Many women do 

noble things, but you surpass them 
all.” 30 Charm is deceptive, and 

beauty is fleeting; but a woman who 
fears the LORD is to be 

praised. 31 Honor her for all that her 
hands have done, and let her works 

bring her praise at the city gate.



Final Thoughts

1 Corinthians 13:13
13 And now these three 
remain: faith, hope and 
love. But the greatest of 

these is love.


